[Acute kidney injury-emergency or coincidence?].
An unifying definition of acute kidney injury as a precursor of acute renal failure has been published in march last year. Its remarkable mortality makes an early diagnosis an important goal. New biomarkers will be an important step to reach this goal in the near future. Depending on the underlying cause, therapeutic actions should be realized as soon as possible to diminish in-hospital mortality and chronic nephropathy. Intensive care units often are the first to test for new active substances.